Effect of streptozotocin-induced diabetes on electrically evoked erection in the rat.
This study was designed to investigate whether experimental diabetes in rats could functionally affect reflexogenic erection. Erection was elicited by means of electrical stimulation of the dorsal nerves of the penis and recorded as intracorporeal pressure. Rats were examined 1, 3 and 6 months after diabetes induction by streptozotocin. Three and 6 month diabetes caused a significant decrease of latency for erection and a slower phase of detumescence when compared to age-matched controls. In addition, a trend for a lower developed intracorporeal pressure was present in the 6 month diabetes group. Our results indicate that experimental diabetes is associated with alterations of reflexogenic erection.